Revision Notes-Chapter 1; What is Sociology?
NATURE OR NURTURE

Behaviour natural or innate=we are born with it OR as result of nurture=from our upbringing.

If nature then down to instincts which are shared by all members of a species and there is no control over it.  For humans this could include reproduction and self preservation (taking care of yourself)

HOWEVER, sociologists argue that although humans have same biological urges, they are satisfied in different ways eg. women supposed to be maternal but some choose not to have kids or to abandon or abuse them.
CASE STUDY, ISABELLE, DISCOVERED AT THE AGE OF 6.  CHILD OF DEAF MUTE SINGLE MOTHER AND HAD SPENT MOST OF HER LIFE SHUT UP.  Couldn’t speak, Like wild animal in front of strangers-fear and hostility, her actions were similar to those of deaf children.  However, once discovered she went onto develop normally.  Evidence of importance of NURTURE.
CULTURE, NORMS AND VALUES

Culture=all things learned by society and passed down through generations. Includes traditions, language, skills, beliefs and...

Values= society’s general goals
AND








               Norms=rules that govern behaviour in situations .  Can be written rules like laws or informal like table manners.

Sanctions= used to encourage people to follow norms.  Rewards are positive sanctions and punishments are negative.  Sanctions are method of social control.

Subcultures=a way of life that is different to mainstream eg. religious beliefs could affect belief in afterlife or what allowed to eat.

Cultures, norms and values can change over time eg. attitudes to smoking, homosexuality, women 

SOCIALISATION

Process of learning all the things we need to know.  Growing up.

PRIMARY SOCIALISATION= early yrs and mostly within family-lang, basic skills and norms

SECONDARY SOCIALISATION=later in school and wider society.

STATUS AND ROLE

Status= position within society.  Can be ascribed (based on characteristics we are born with eg sex and ethnicity) or achieved (through own effort eg uni or work promotion).  There is a set of norms for each status eg if teacher then mark books, know subject etc.

INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY

2 views;

1. STRUCTURAL VIEW.  Individuals shaped by structure of society.  Behave according to norms.  Is a macro (large-scale approach)

2. SOCIAL ACTION VIEW. Individuals have free will and choice.  Create society through interactions.  Micro (small scale approach)

THE TWO VIEWS CAN BE USED TO EVALUATE OR CRITICISE EACH OTHER.

CONSENSUS OR CONFLICT

Functionalists=consensus theory.  All members of society socialised into shared culture.  Goals are agreed and cooperate harmoniously.

Marxists=conflict theory.  Conflict is due to classes.  w/c=proletariat m/c=bourgeoisie        
                           
All social institutions eg family, religion, educ help capitalism as promote idea that inequality is fair. 
Feminists=conflict theory.  Conflict is due to gender.  Society is patriarchal.  Family is unequal and oppressive for women.
DIVERSITY AND IDENTITY

Postmodernists=society doesn’t share just one culture (SO DISAGREES WITH ALL THE ABOVE).  It’s split into different groups based on ethnicity, age, religion, location, sexuality etc.  Individuals can choose their identities.

HOWEVER, CRITICS argue postmodernists exaggerate the change and ignore the importance of social inequalities that limit people’s choices.

INEQUALITY

Britain is unequal society.  In 2003 the richest 5% people in Brit. owned 40% of total wealth.

Ineq in terms of;

a) Gender b)Social class c) Ethnicity d) Age
WAYS TO STUDY SOCIETY?

Social surveys-asking a sample of people questions in an interview or written questionnaire. Not as in depth as...

Participant Observation-sociologist joins in with group they are studying.  Only works for small numbers

Official Stats-compiled by the gov’t
