Revision; Chapter 2-Topic 3
THE FUNCTIONS OF THE FAMILY
Functionalist Perspective

Believe society based on value consensus (set of shared norms and values)  Everyone cooperates harmoniously to achieve shared  goals.  Different parts of society have different functions that work together to keep society running. Family performs some of these functions.  Murdock (1949) argues it has 4 functions;

1. Satisfaction of sex drive

2. Reproduction of next generation

3. Socialisation of young

4. Meeting members eco needs-food, shelter etc.

Nuclear fam most practical way of meeting these needs.

CRITICISMS OF MURDOCK









             Other sociologists argue these functions could be performed by other institutions or non nuclear fam.
        Marxists and feminists argue Murdock and functionalists neglect the conflict and exploitation within the family. Fem-it serves men’s needs and oppresses women.  Marxists-meets capitalist needs not those of family.

PARSONS ‘FUNCTIONAL FIT’ THEORY (1955)







      Functions fam perform depend on soc it which it’s found.  Also affected by structure.  Parsons-2 types of structure;

· Nuclear (parents and dependent children) Fits needs of IND. SOC


· Extended family.  3+ generations under one roof Fits needs of PRE IND SOC                                             

Parsons- ind soc has 2 needs;
1. Geographically mobile workforce.  In pre ind soc people spent whole lives living in same place.  In ind soc people move to where jobs are.  This is easier to do if in nuclear family

2. Socially mobile workforce.  Modern soc based on changing science and tech so needs skilled workforce.  Important that people with skills and talent can gain promotion.  Therefore their status is achieved.  Nuclear fam better in this soc as adult sons leave home and reduces conflict if their status in workplace is higher than their fathers. Form their own nuclear fam.  Is structurally isolated from its relatives.  May keep in touch with them but not obligated towards them.

LOSS OF FUNCTIONS











      In ind soc Parsons argues fam loses many functions.  Is no longer where people work (unit of production).  Become unit of consumption.  Loses other functions to schools and health service.



         Parsons argues as a result of this the modern nuclear fam specialises in;

· Primary socialisation of children

· Stabilisation of adult personalities-adults can relax and release tensions and return to work relaxed.

CRITICISMS OF PARSONS









             Young and Wilmott (1973) pre ind fam was nuclear.  Late childbearing and short life expectancy meant grandparents were unlikely to be alive long after birth of 1st grandchild.






      Y and W also argue that hardship of ind life gave rise to ‘mum-centred’ w/c extended fam.  Mothers and daughters relied on each other for support. Not nuclear fam as Parsons claims.
Exchange theory (idea that fam break off or maintain ties because of costs or benefits) Anderson’s (1980) study of Preston in ind 1800s uses this theory to explain popularity of w/c extended fam.
The Marxist Perspective on the family








        Marxists see society as based on unequal conflict between two social classes;
1. Capitalist class who own the means of production (factories, businesses etc.) Bourgeoisie

2. W/c whose labour the capitalists exploit for profit. Proletariat

Marxists argue soc institutions such as educ, religion etc help to maintain this class ineq.  The fam fulfils functions for the capitalists in the following ways;

· Inheritance of property.   Main problem is who owns and controls tools, machinery, raw materials, land and labour.  Engels (1891) patriarchal monogamous (faithful to one partner) fam.  Important as men had to be sure of who was their child to be able to ensure legitimate heirs inherited their fortunes.  Turned women into means of production for children.  If property owned collectively then no need for fam to pass down property.
· Ideological functions.  Fam justify ineq and maintain capitalist system.  Fam does this by socialising children into the idea that ineq is inevitable. Parents tell children that someone needs to be in charge which relates to the fam, school and work. Zaretsky (1976) fam performs function for capitalists as it provides a ‘haven’ or safe place outside the capitalist work place.

· Unit of Consumption. Capitalism exploits labour and makes profit selling what they have produced for more than the workers were paid.  Fam helps as it buys the goods produced

CRITICISMS OF THE MARXISTS








          Assume nuclear fam is dominant so ignores any variety.





       Feminists argue Marxists underestimate the ineq between men and women and that fam serves men’s interests  Functionalists argue Marxists ignore benefits of fam such as support.

The Feminist Perspective on the Family








               Take a critical view-it oppresses women in terms of uneq amounts of domestic labour and issues such as dom violence.  They see this gender ineq as created by soc. Different types of feminism;

                       LIBERAL FEMINISM










             Focus on campaigning against sex discrimination for eq rights and opportunities.  Liberal fem’s argue there has been an improvement through laws such as Sex Discrimination Act 1975 but that further reform is needed.  This idea that some change has happened is supported by studies which show men are taking a greater share of dom labour.











    CRITICISMS OF LIB FEM









             Other fem argue they fail to challenge causes of oppression.
MARXIST FEMINISM










              Main cause of women’s oppression in the family is not men but capitalism.  Female oppression helps capitalism by...

· Women reproduce the labour force.  Also clean and care for the next generation unpaid.

· Absorb anger that might be directed at capitalism Ansley (1972) wives are “takers of shit!”

· Women are ‘reserve army’ of cheap labour for when extra workers are needed.

Marxist feminists argue the fam must be abolished to rule out the oppression of women and the w/c

RADICAL FEMINISM











  Rad Fem argue that all soc founded on patriarchy and division between males and females .  

       Men=the enemy as they are the source of exploitation and oppression





 Fam and marriage are key institutions.  Men benefit from female unpaid labour and sexual services and they dominate women through dom violence or threat of it.
Rad fem want rid of patriarchal system especially the fam.  They argue the only way to do this is through separatism-men and women living separately.  Some argue for creation of all female households.

CRITICISMS OF RAD FEM










    Lib fem Somerville (2000) argues Rad Fem fail to recognise women’s position has improved considerably.  Also Somerville think separatism is unlikely to work-hetrosexual attraction makes it unlikely that the nuclear fam would disappear.
DIFFERENCE FEMINISM










            Argue that we cannot generalise about female experiences (eg assume they all live in nuclear fam and that lives are similar).  Differences in experiences depending on ethnicity, gay or straight, class etc.


              Black fem argue that fam not only form of oppression for black women.  They also face racial oppression.  Black fem support the fam as offers support against racism.
CRITICISMS OF DIFFERENCE FEMINISM








        Neglects fact that there are shared experiences eg compared with men women at greater risk of dom violence, more likely to be paid less etc.
CRITICISMS OF ALL PERSPECTIVES ON THE FAMILY

1. All assume nuclear fam is dominant type.  Compared with 40 years ago, many more people live in other fame g lone parent fam, step families etc.
2. All structural theories.  They assume fam members have no free will and choice.
