Revision Notes-Chapter 2
Topic 2- Childhood

Childhood as socially constructed=created and defined by society.
MODERN WESTERN NOTION OF CHILDHOOD





       
Childrens lack of skills and knowledge =need lengthy period of nurturing and socialisation.  Jane Pilcher (1995) mod west notion of childhood based on separateness.  Have separate status to adults.  Seen through laws on what children can and cannot do, dress, toys, entertainment etc.

Children seen as vulnerable and as result spend lives within sphere of family and educ.

HOWEVER, this is not the case in all societies...





        

        Benedict (1934) argues that children in non ind societies are treated differently;

· Punch’s (2001) study in rural Bolivia- 5yr olds take work responsibilities.

· Less value on obedience.  Firth (1970) Tikopia of western Pacific.  Doing as you are told is a concession to be granted by child not a right that adults should expect.

                

This evidence shows childhood not fixed and def depends on society and culture.  
             

ALSO, idea of childhood changes over time...





               
              Aries (1960) argues there was no such thing as childhood in the Middle Ages.  Childhood was only separate while child was breastfed.  Began work at early age and often faced same punishments as adults.

         Parents attitudes were different too. Shorter (1975) argues high death rates led to indifference (not really caring) and neglect towards infants. Eg babies had same names as dead siblings or called ‘it’

Aries notes the following led to modern notion;






     

     1. Schools began to specialise in the education of young people



                   

     2. Distinction in adults/children clothing







      

     3. Handbooks on childrearing available by 18th century




     

     CRITICISM OF ARIES- Pollock (1983) not correct that no childhood just that idea was different.
Reasons for changes in position of children
1. Laws restricting child labour-became dependent on parents

2. 1880.  Compulsory schooling.

3. Child protection laws and social services set up.

4. Children’s rights now part of law.

5. Smaller family size and decrease infant mortality rates

6. Medical knowledge on child development

7. Laws and policies eg sex, smoking

HAS THE POSITION OF CHILDREN IMPROVED?

· The March of Progress View. 

Position of children in Western societies steadily improving.  View of Aries and Shorter.  Children more valued, better cared for, protected, educated and have more rights and improved health care. Eg gov’t spent £64 billion on educ in 2007/8, infant mortality rate decreased from154 per 1000 live births in 1900 to 5 in the 21st century.
Fam now child centred and children are reasons for, or consulted on, decisions.
     

    CRITICISED BY CONFLICT VIEW.  Based on false idealised image of childhood and ignores ineq.
· THE CONFLICT VIEW

Society based on conflict.  In modern childhood two types on inequalities (ineq);

1. Among children.  Includes gender differences (boys allowed to do more than girls), ethnic differences (Asian parents more likely to be strict with daughters), class ineq (poor mothers likely to have low weight babies leads to delayed development)

2. Between children and adults.  Control through neglect and abuse eg 2006-314000 children on Child Protection Register. Children’s space eg where allowed to play, how get to school.  Children’s time-control daily routine and whether child is too old or young for activity-Contrasts with Bolivian children working from young age.  Children’s bodies-hairstyles, piercings and clothes + how they are touched in terms of washing, dressing and affectionate behaviour and discipline (should they be smacked) Children’s access to resources eco dependent on adults as child benefits go to parents.  May get pocket money.
Fits in with Gittins (1998) idea of age patriarchy. Adult domination over child by male.  Shown by violence against women AND children.  Humphreys and Thiara (2002) ¼ of women in their study left abusive partner as feared for child.   Also, idea of childhood as oppressive is shown in behaviours such as children acting like adults (swearing, smoking etc) or by exaggerating their age.
     






      CRITICIMS OF CONFLICT PERSPECTIVE. Has to be some adult control over children’s lives as can’t make rational decisions or protect own interests.  Also children not totally powerless as have legal rights.
THE FUTURE OF CHILDHOOD







                 

  Neil Postman-‘The Disappearance of Childhood’.  (1994) Children having same rights as adults, disappearance of unsupervised games, similarity in clothes and children committing adult crimes. Due to fall of print culture (newspapers and books) and rise of TV culture.  Children don’t need special skills to access or understand TV whereas for print culture needed to read and understand.  Therefore nothing restricted.  

     CRITICISM OF POSTMAN.  Over emphasise importance of TV and doesn’t take into account factors such as changes in law or rising living standards.





              



                Iona Opie (1993) also disagrees with Postman.  Separate childhood culture exists in games, rhymes and songs.

The Globalisation of Western Childhood 

Child liberationists argue the idea on childhood as separate is being imposed (forced) on the rest of the world. Eg campaigns against child labour in Third World countries reflect western views on what childhood should be like.

The Reconstruction of childhood

Palmer (2006) toxic childhood.  Caused by technological and cultural changes in last 25 years.  Damage physical, emotional and intellectual development.  Includes computer games, junk food and parent’s long working hours.   Also, idea of modern notion of childhood under threat when figs show UK youth near top of tables for obesity, self harm, alcohol abuse, teenage pregnancies etc.

DIFFICULT TO REACH ON CONCLUSIONS ON STATE OF CHILDHOOD TODAY BECAUSE...

· Womack (2007) argues Head of Children’s Society says that those who miserable in clusters mostly at poorer end of social scale.  So not the same for every child.

· Depends on which aspect studied eg. children have more rights but not equal rights to adults, similarities in leisure activities and dress, freedom of movement restricted over safety fears.

· Disappearance of childhood could be to do with falling birth and death rates. There are fewer young people so fewer resources for children but could =more valued. 
