Revision Notes-Chapter 2
TOPIC 1-COUPLES

Domestic division of labour-roles men and women play in relation to house work, childcare and paid work.

PARSONS (1955) argues clear division of labour based on bio differences.
         
INSTRUMENTAL ROLES-husband.  Financial support through work.




   EXPRESSIVE ROLE-wife.  Primary socialisation and meets emotional needs.  Homemaker.

View supported by NEW RIGHT.

View CRITICISED by;

a) YOUNG AND WILMOTT (1962) men taking greater share of dom tasks and wives becoming wage earners.

b) FEMINISTS division of labour not natural and only benefits men.

BOTT (1957) 2 types of roles;






                                           SEGREGATED CONJUGAL ROLES- separate roles so male breadwinner and female homemaker with separate leisure activities.  Identified by YOUNG AND WILMOTT’S WORK ON BETHNAL GREEN IN 1950S. Male leisure spent in pub, females limited leisure with female relatives.

             




                           JOINT CONJUGAL ROLES- share tasks and spend leisure time together. 

MARCH OF PROGRESS VIEW-YOUNG AND WILMOTT AND SYMMETRICAL FAMILY                                                        (1973) Fam improving for all.  More equal and democratic.  Roles of men and women more similar.  Women work although may be part time. Men help with housework and kids.  Shared leisuretime often home centred and privatised.  More common in younger couples, often geographically and socially isolated from family and workmates.
Due to;

· Changes in women’s position

· Geog mobility-couples living away from where grew up

· New technology eg washing machines

· Higher standard of living

FEMINIST VIEW OF HOUSEWORK-ANN OAKLEY (1974)




             

             Reject March of Progress View.  Ineq still present as fam is patriarchal. Young and Wilmotts definition of male ‘help’ not clear. Could be taking child for a walk. 
Oakley’s work found evidence of husbands helping but not anywhere near symmetrical. Only 15% high participants in housework and 25% in childcare.  
WARDE AND HETHERINGTON (1993) work shows sex typing of dom tasks eg wives 30 times likely to have been last person to have done washing whereas husbands 4 times likely to been last to wash car.  Found change in mens attitude but not necessarily in behaviour-men more likely to think they weren’t doing their fair share.

Future Foundations Study of 1000 adults- on average women spend 2 + half hours each day compared to 60 mins for men on housework.

Impact of Paid Work

Is trend towards both partners working leading to more equal division of domestic tasks. Often more women earn=less housework they do.

GERSHUNY (1994) Wives who worked full time did less domestic work.  If didn’t work then did 83% if did work then 73%.

Longer wives worked more husbands did.  This also affected by how equal husbands parents were.

However, Crompton argues that increase in male involvement due to increase in womens earning power so as this still uneq so is division of labour.

Commercialisation of housework-Silver (1987) and Schor (1993) Goods and services previously done by housewives now mass produced eg freezers, microwaves, fastfood.  Helped by fact women working=more money to buy these HOWEVER, critics argue not an option for poorer women.

Dual burden=paid work and unpaid housework and childcare.  More likely prob for w/c who can’t afford employ help or buy products to help.





         




         Emotion work=work mainly managing own and others emotions.  Morgan (1997). Mainly done by women within family.  Therefore, Duncombe and Marsden argue its a TRIPLE BURDEN.

Gender scripts= Dunne (1999) expectations or norms that set out roles expected of men and women in heterosexual couples.  Different in lesbian relationships as ‘normal’ gender scripts don’t apply.  Dunne found lesbians more likely describe relationship as equal.
SUPPORTS RADICAL FEMINIST VIEW that relationships between men and women are inevitably patriarchal.  However, Dunnes’ work showed that if paid work unequal in couple then domestic work likely to be uneq too.

Resources and decision making within households

Decision making and paid work-men more likely to take greater share of fam resources when contribute more money.  2 types of control over family money;

1. Pooling-when both have access to income and joint responsibility.  On the increase
2. Allowance system-men give wives allowance to budget for fam then men keep extra.   

Edgell’s (1980) study of professional couples;





               
               Very Important Decisions made by men or jointly with men having last say                               
                    Important Decisions taken jointly






 
                              Less important decisions normally centred on food and clothing made by wife

Due to men earn more therefore have more say

(THIS STUDY COULD BE OUT OF DATE-HOW DOES IT COMPARE WITH FAMILIES YOU KNOW?)  HOWEVER, FEMINISTS ARGUE NOT TO DO WITH MONEY BUT WITH PATRIARCHAL SOCIETY THAT DEFINES MEN AS DECISION MAKERS.

Domestic Violence

Physical, psychological, sexual or financial and within relationship.  Can involve partners, exs, household members or other relatives.

British Crime Survey 2007 dom viol 1/6 of all viol crimes. Mirrlees-Black’s work 6.6mill dom assaults a year about half are physical.

Violence mostly by men against women. Mirrlees-Black found most victims women and 99% of all incident against women committed by men.

Dobash and Dobash (1979) found violence often due to husband feeling his authority challenged.  Marriage legitimates (makes it okay) by giving husbands power (wives vow to obey in wedding ceremony).

Official Stats=understate problem because...

1. Women unwilling to report to police.  Yearnshire (1997).  Women likely to suffer 35 assaults before reporting.

2. Police and prosecutors reluctant act due to views on fam life as private, generally a ‘good’ thing and that individuals have freedom to leave violent relationships (often not case if female financially dependent on husband)

 RADICAL FEMINISTS EXPLANATION
Millet and Firestone (1970) society founded on patriarchy and men are the enemy. Dom violence serves to preserve power men have over women and explain reluctance of police and prosecutors (which are male dominated) to deal with dom violence.  

HOWEVER, ROBERTSON-ELLIOT(1996) rejects claim that all men benefit from violence as not all men are aggressive and are largely opposed to dom viol. PLUS RADICAL FEM fail to explain female violence. Mirrlees-Black found 1/7 men assaulted. 

Mirrlees-Black also found other groups likely to be assaulted included;

· Kids 

· Lowest social classes

· Rented accommodation

· Financial difficulties or low incomes

· Alcohol or drug probs

WILKINSON:DOM VIOLENCE, INEQ AND STRESS

(1996) Dom viol due to stress on fam due to social ineq. (eg income or housing)  Can lead to arguments or restricts social circles and support network.

HOWEVER, FAILS TO EXPLAIN WHY WOMEN RATHER THAN MEN ARE MAIN VICTIMS.
