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Unit 22

Creating Sound using ICT

Name …………………………….

Scenario

You have been hired by KLG Promotions to produce a 45 second promotional clip for MCR Buzz FM. The promotion will be used during peak times on the radio station thus the target audience will be in the 16 - 35 year old bracket.
The focus of the promotion will be "Bluetooth detective". The idea of promotion is that a member of the radio station team will be on the streets of Manchester during the following month. They will enable their Bluetooth on their mobile phone at a certain time each day, the first person to send a picture message to the detective wins the competition. Prizes range from shopping vouchers, technological products, holidays and gig tickets.

In this unit you are required to do the following four tasks;
* Review existing audio clips
* Design your audio clip
* Create your audio clip
* Test your audio clip
Tasks

Tasks

Task 1: Review at least two existing audio clips

Assessment Objective 1

Before you plan and create your audio clip, you need to critically review two existing audio clips so that you recognise what makes a clip effective and get some design ideas for your own product.

You will also identify weaker features so that you can avoid these when you create your own clip.

You do not need to find all the clips yourself. Your tutor may provide you with suitable clips or with website addresses that contain audio clips. If you wish, you may find suitable clips yourself.

Use the activities below to produce evidence for your assignment.

To achieve Pass level you need only complete Parts A and C.

A Identify at least two different types of audio clip that you will review, for example:

• radio advertisement

• soundtrack from a film trailer

• music clips

• downloads from the Internet.

Select one clip from each type you have identified (e.g. one radio advertisement and one music clip). You may review more than two clips if you wish.

(Evidence could be a brief note identifying each clip and its source in a word-processed document, a slide presentation or an oral presentation.)

B Identify the aim of each audio clip.

(Evidence could be added to the document or presentation used for Part A. A brief

paragraph or bulleted list is sufficient here.)

C For each audio clip, identify the different features used and comment on whether you think the features are good or not so good.

The level that you achieve for this Assessment Objective will be largely determined by the amount of detail given and the thoroughness of your explanations.

(Evidence could be continued from Parts A and B. You may use tables, bullet points or paragraphs to explain the features.)

D For each audio clip, suggest possible improvements that could be made to help improve the

clip.

To achieve Distinction level, you must ensure these suggestions help the clip meet its aim.

(Evidence could be continued from Parts A, B and C of this task. Brief paragraphs or a bulleted list is sufficient.)

Task 2: Design an audio clip

Assessment Objective 2

Using the knowledge gained during Task 1, you need to plan and design an audio clip for the MCR Buzz FM scenario.

Refer to the scenario and decide what your audio clip will be about. Your clip must be at least 45 seconds long and no longer than 90 seconds.

For this task, you will need to produce plans for the audio clip you have decided to create. Planning is essential and must be carried out before you start creating the clip. To produce your plans, you need to know what components you are going to use in your audio clip.

You do not need to find these components yourself although you may do so if you wish. You will need at least one music clip, one sound effect and one speech clip. You could record the speech clip using a microphone or sound recorder, but if this is not possible; your tutor may provide you with a selection of speech clips from which you should select one or more.

Use the activities below to produce evidence for your assignment.

To achieve Pass level you need only complete parts A, B and D

A Listen to and decide which components you intend to use. Make sure that they will

synchronise well together. Save your selected components into your user area.

(No evidence is required for this section of the task as the evidence will be displayed on the storyboard.)

B Describe the purpose of your planned audio clip.

To achieve Distinction level your description must be thorough.

(Evidence could be a word-processed document.)

C Describe the target audience of your audio clip (Higher levels only).

To achieve Distinction level your description must be thorough.

(Evidence could be a word-processed document.)

D Decide the sequence of the source components and what editing you will carry out. Make brief notes about your initial ideas and your planned edits and effects.

Produce a storyboard for your audio clip to show eg:

• the planned content (show what components will be included and how you will combine and play each component)

• the timeline

• the volume setting for each component

• what special effects you will use

• how you intend to edit your clips: cut, copy and paste. For higher levels you should also plan where you will split and/or trim clips.

• where you intend to use fading (Distinction level)

• where you intend to use silencing. (Distinction level)

To achieve Pass level, your storyboard should show the main elements of your planned clip.

To achieve Merit level, your storyboard should have a clear structure showing the timeline and most of the planned editing and effects.

To achieve Distinction level, your storyboard must be well structured showing the timeline and all the planned editing, effects, volume, fading and silencing.

(Evidence for this could be hand-drawn or produced using ICT. An overview storyboard on one page should be sufficient, but this may be supplemented with more detailed notes on subsequent pages.)

Task 3: Create an audio clip
Assessment Objective 3
In this task you will be using your creative skills to produce the audio clip for the MCR Buzz FM that you designed in Task 2. You will use audio editing software to import and edit your source components. Your clip must be at least 45 seconds long and no longer than 90 seconds.

Use the activities below to produce evidence for your assignment.

A Using your plan and storyboard from Task 2, import your source components into your audio editing software. You should import at least one each of:

• music

• sound

• speech.

(No evidence is required at this stage.)

B Use a range of audio editing techniques, e.g. cut, copy, paste and effects. You must provide evidence of each type of editing technique. To do so, you could save your audio project with a new filename each time you edit it or provide screen shots.

To achieve Pass level, you must show use of cutting, copying, pasting and effects.

To achieve Merit level, you must also split and/or trim clips. Most elements must work as intended and your audio clip must be appropriate for the Family Care Medical Practice. You must make good use of editing techniques.

To achieve Distinction level, you must also silence and/or fade clips. All elements must work as intended and your audio clip must meet the identified aim.

(Evidence of the audio editing could be screenshots or printouts of the ‘before and after’ waveforms. Alternatively the ‘before and after’ files could be provided electronically.)

C Ensure your clip is saved in a file format that is independent of audio editing software, e.g. .mp3 or .wav format.

(Evidence of the exported audio clip would be best provided in electronic format.)

Task 4: Test an audio clip

Assessment Objective 4
In this task, you need to test your created audio clip. Before you do, you need to create a test plan, also referred to as a test table. You need to decide which, and how many, tests you will carry out and record the results in your test table.

Use the activities below to produce evidence for your assignment.

To achieve Pass level you need only complete parts A, B and C.

A Create a test table to show details of at least three tests identifying:

• Which areas you will test.

• How you will test each area.

• What you expect to happen when the test is carried out?

You should also include space to record the results of your tests.

Your test plan could include tests from the following, eg:

• Is the content suitable?

• Is the correct message conveyed?

• Does it run for the correct length of time?

• Are the effects suitable?

• Is the final file format suitable?

To achieve Pass level, you need to plan at least three tests.

To achieve Merit level, you need to plan at least four tests which should cover the main areas of the audio clip.

To achieve Distinction level, you need to plan at least five tests covering all the main areas of your audio clip.

(Evidence will be your test table.)

B Carry out the tests you have planned and record each result in your test table.

(Evidence of test results will be recorded in your test table.)

C Suggest ways your clip could be improved. These could be based on the outcome of the tests carried out but if no problems were found you should identify other possible improvements.

(Evidence could be included in your test table or a word processed document.)

D Carry out at least one of the areas of improvement you identified in part C.

To achieve Merit level, you must carry out one of the areas of improvement you identified.

To achieve Distinction level, you must carry out most of the areas of improvement you identified.

(Evidence will be ‘before and after’ screenshots or ‘before and after’ electronic files.)
