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A semi-colon is used to separate two groups of words which are closely linked in meaning. Sometimes the second half of the sentence (after the semi-colon) tells us the result or cause of the first half.
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     reason 
Both the section before and the section after the semi-colon must be able to stand on their own as sentences in their own right:
The soldiers surrendered. They had suffered enough.  (
This means that each side of the semi-colon must make complete sense by itself. This would be totally wrong because the second half doesn’t make sense on its own:

She gave him his tea; as soon as he came home.   (
Task 1

Re-write these sentences putting the semi-colon in the correct place. If you read the sentences aloud, you’ll hear where they can be split.
1. She gave him his tea he always had it as soon as he came home.

2. She threw away his socks they were full of holes.

3. Paul and Jo watched TV they had finished their homework.

4. He had put his axe down he had chopped enough logs.

5. His clothes were clean and smart his manners were terrible.

6. She could not speak she buried her head in her hands.

7. I will take some you the others will have to stay behind.

8. The English teacher frowned her homework had not been done.

9. The DVD stopped it had a huge scratch across it.

10. The burglar paused he could hear footsteps.

11. Martha ran home she was being chased.

12. Scott is Martha’s friend he stands up for her

13. Scorpions are unusual creatures they aren’t as vicious as people think.



Task 2

Re-write the following sentences – you have to do a couple of things:
* remove the connective or conjunction 
* replace it with a semi-colon.
* You may have to add words into the second half of the sentence for it to make sense on its own. Check it could be a sentence on its own!
14. Martin hardly spoke a word at the interview so he did not get the job.

15. She got her good looks from her dad but she got her silliness from her mum.

16. There was the Head Teacher sitting at her desk and frowning at me.

17. His parents gave him a fantastic present which was a motorbike.

18. He stopped to mop his brow because it was so hot.

19. She had done her best and hoped it would be good enough.

20. The rabbit died because the children had forgotten to feed it.

21. The Wiltons’ garden was beautiful but their house was a slum!

22. The parcel had been badly packed so some of the contents were missing.

23. Her heating would not work as a pipe had burst.
Task 3

Fill in any blanks and finish off these semi-colon sentences by adding something which is linked or related. Check that what you add could be a sentence on its own.

24. I love pizza; __________.

25. On Tuesday I went horse-riding; __________.

26. “__________” is my favourite TV programme; __________.
27. During the holidays I __________; __________.

28. I left my homework on the bus; __________.

29. My bedroom was an utter mess; __________.

30. Newspapers are designed to inform the reader; __________.

31. My bike got a puncture; __________.

32. I sat quietly in front of the fire; __________.

33. I ran out of ink for my printer; __________.

34. The film started ten minutes late; __________.

35. Semi-colons are easy; __________.
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